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117 2. S: AMi XXIV 146 
And David ſaid unto Gad, I am" in 4 
great firait : let us fall now. into the 

hand of the Lord,(for. his merties are 


_ great) and: let me. not fall. into the - 
Jand of, man. 


=" 
- od 


"Hart none who pretend - love. to their © 
native Country, either upon difſatis- 
faftion about: the manner of” the'pablitk ſet- 
tlement,” or diſcontent upon account -of any 
perſonal diſappointmient,” nay. be fo far' preju-... 
diced; - as to 'be:cold! or carclefs i their de> - 
votions this day,'fer_ apart forthe imploring - 
a- bleſſing upon «her Majeftiess and- their 
forces, againſt'rhe threatning-ambution of the |. 
common enemy of \Europe. : That none'(lI fay) 
AO A 3 may. * 


Lax] 
"may be leavened. and ſowrcd to that degree; 
as, if not-ro deſire, yet, not dread oriregard 
our-zÞ ſucceſs, 1 have: choſe to repreſent to 
rs as 
of it. 30 
Howſoever it may look at a diſtance to 
ſome mep1 in \ar /paſbons, |. 1t'1s gertainly 
one of the greateſt judgments that can befall 
a nution,, to be ſabdzed by, and brought un- 
der the power of their. profelled invererate 
enemies, Ie Ties 3. hoe 
This appeareth here to have been the opi- 
nion of wiſe and pious David, who, when he 
was commanded by God ts'make ht thoice 
Vi tz; | of thoſe three evils, the famine, the peſti- 
lence, or flying before his enemies, deprecateth 
che'; aft, a5 nGomparably- thc greateſt rot 
The farrine was to have bean. a Long one, 
©. have held for fezen years, in which ric 
\ Kio. 5 What) miſcrable! firats mult. they hcaedarely 
i5. - © have been reduced to !In.afowine: art.offes 
tend hath bden fold for foarſcare pienesnf Sat 
ver, . and. a: fourth 'purt of 's cab of dau, (for 
five pieces: of Silver in famine tberc 8:no 
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box the-bandsof rhe: prtvaſul women have Law. 4.10. 


= their.ou children; As made thews their 

: and\tho in one'of ſo uniſual a 'CON- 
ES he could nor but! expect the moſt 
woful cxtremitics, yet he looketh upon fy 
ing before bis enemies as more diſmal 
that: 

The Pefilence was tO. have laſted bar 
thee. days, but''when-we conſider what a. 
depopalation might haye been made even 'in 
that ſhort rime, we muſt conclude; the. 
thoughts of it- could riot but be very terrible. 


to him. When-the deftroying Angel of the 2 Kings19%: 


Lad wene ont againft che camp of rhe-4fſyri- ** 
ens 1n one\ myths. he. ſmote of \ them. an hundred - 
faaſcors. arid frut: thouſend'; and at that pro- 
portion how great muſt be the number that: 
might have bcen fauitten-m three 'whole: days ! 
and. yet: this he chioofſeth+ alſo, rather than 
flying befare bis exemies : tho cither of the. 
other / muſt haye-been + very. ſore calamnics, 
yet this he! reckoned would: bea' favs. $0 - 
he manifefteth by the ariſwer' he rerarneth ir} 
the: Text, Davill. faid unto Gad I am in #- 
great ſtrait,” tet- ws fall - now into. rhe hind - 
of he. Lord: (\for\ his mercies- are great.) but 
let 
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43 (That ithe Joni Story .of ths; RC 
what I would.infer from it, anay; appcar:the 
Clearer,:L ſhall open: theſe three: things ro 
Xelnony 5>loo ol 397 RUE). WIONW 
Firſt, Where: the greatneſs: 'of;Duvid's 
ſin in numbring the People, (which was the 
cauiſe.of ing jr ,conlifted 2. 51! 1 
Secondly, Why God: puniſhed the:Pcople 
for it (for unto themall three of the Plagues 
propounded-. did cxtend, which ſocycr:he 
had choſe of them) when the fin way'only 
.Davids'2  \. - 203 54 - aw ©: 
- Thirdly, Why. David fo particularly ;pray- 
e«th' againſt flying \before.' his. Enemies, as 'fo 
much more dreadful than either of. che other 
two © z{ | 
.T he firſt thing. I would opens wherein the 
greatneſs of Dayid's ſin -.1n; numbring; the / Peo- 
ple, (which was the.cauſe. of this-jadgmene 
lay 2... The ching-at firkſight dbth:not look 
hke ſo. heinous 4-crimec,] as: todcferve: fo fe- 
vere a puniſhment.,-; Trhat been done before: 
often, and we do.;not.ireadi any taulc.was. 
tpund with .ic, any diſpkaturer from::.God. ar: 
roſe upon it. _ Moſes:imumbred) the _— 5 
% Numb, 
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Numa 
4:18: 


blamed for it, no evil enſacd'upon' 1t.-+ Bow 
Fen it now-then. to be: taker) fo: very 
I £ $1954 | PEW 1139 

-Sorne min lin ae ſo 1 uncertairs yo! 
kaudourous) that whas hey ure well-enough 
pleaſed with-ar one\ time, they: will be nach 
offende&-with at anvthes;) \Bucthiss nos 
be ſappoſed... in God'b1 Nog This numbring'of 
the People. way of: a. ens: fort. frops-anly 
of them:(Þbut now-mentioned. Moſes s nunt 
bring the. people way. upon 2 civil racootnt, 
by the -exprofs:commantd of, 5 dry 
ſerve. | thewt: Podegrees7afrerchews 
Saxisnunbring the People Tagen mt 
7x account;when hewas & march: 
Ammonites|, that he: might know mr 
thcbo b(d. 'Devid's numbering hi 
waiaipdntho fanracbouretyhea 
they: were Soifig: 7b beedle-r6 rank: gen wuin- 
de ger BR Buts ho” way{be 

:thiſe;cnds; ina paſkigjab rave he 

tons #1: 1;Ypors: rs this" [acoouders' 
<podeltiy COTE off h 


1200. | Ir, 


1 « £9. Safll-wumbred\the pi proptle,'1 Sar. 
© "David himielf wnmbrex the Propls.\fe- 
{orc,..2 Sam. -15.11:-and+ none" of themiate” 


—_ 
£ } 
% . 
-. 
6.12 a bly 45 
_—_— KI; ka .* 
FAS . it 
FL, .. l 


[6] 
at; v- this Chapter, He ſaid unto the King, 
Now þ 9/ jew = God aild unto the Ploble 
hundred fold how many ſoever they be, but why 
doth my Lord the King delight in this thing? 
Humbly intimating that. he had better for- 
bear it, thatit was needleſs and improper. 
- Exodus 30/12; 13, God faycth.co Moſes, 
A thou takeft the fum of the Children of Ifrael 
efter their number, then ſhall they give- every 
2141'a ranſome for his '\Sonl to. the Lord; when 
yy 6” pkg them :' that there be n0 Plague 
m, when thou numbreft» them: - This. 
hon hs Bryn give every one that paſſeth-among then 
thet care: numbred half a Shekel. after | the Shekel 
of the\Sanfluary.. 'He ;enjoyneth: this fo, as 
thatitſhould be a: forfeiture>of their | Lives; 
if. they-omitteg 3 And the Jewiſh: Doctors 
generally reckon-this tobe! Davids'fin, that 
when he numbred-them, be did:nor caule 
then;.40.pay: this \mony. Bur ocher: Imcer+ 
preters wath. greater, probability; Jay ic-upory 
CEN. Naw Namely, his Pride and: Fain. 
Glory,., that; when there. was na. reahioccali» 
on thi tdid require ic;: he would: have cheng | 
bredmcerly:11h a vaunting way, __ 1 
might By peo ebons och n his IP 


r 


([ #] 


othcr: Kingdoms, how, yaſt their number was.: 
So: that if now,. he- had. made eB Ih 
offering, it had, been ſo far. tron; making ix 
noſfinin/him, that ;(lappreheud) //3t would 
but have aggravated, and, made. it; greater, 
For then to his Pride, he. had added Oppreſ- 
' fion, by needleſs taxing . and, pecling;,ot; his 
Subjects. [21 1052 TON id1c 3 293mot 
That he was conſcious. toj himſelf of no 
good cnd. he had in. n,. appeareth,;by the 
oth. y.;of \this Chapter, whercin ...we-+figd 
that before Gad, came to him, his. heart {mate 
him' and he ſaid untq the Lord, 1 have: ſinned 
greatly. in.' that, 1 have, done, . SO. great a fin 
was 1t, not only in God's Eye but alſo in thus 
own, to, truſt inman and make Fleſb his arm. 
And way all that fear his. name of what Rank 
and.Condition:ſocver they. are, as. they cx- 
pect his bleſling,! 1n, every; circumſtance have 
a.care, of 1t ! "i 
(Je. 1s a dangeraus. nuſtake to. fancy,, that 
none. but ſex/ae/.Extrayagancics, ſuch as [z- 
temperance and Uncleanneſs, &c .arcdiſplcaling 
to. the, Almighty, Cdions as theſe are, we may 
learn trom this ſtory,he is.as highly. provok- 
cd by ſpiritual ins, ſuch as. we . Sn | 
| 2 avc 


Fzek. 18. 
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Deut: I.37*, 


[8 ] 
aye fayoutable opiniof of, the having our 
heirs Tiſted np with | creature” enjoyment; 
and departing from the Lord our' God. 

- Bur Mill 3r' berg David' only that” was 
gy, it” remaineth” ro be enquired/ mto,, 
why. God puniſherh the Peop/e for it 2 How 
could-they* help 1t©2 Te was none* of their. 
Doings. Doth not God himſelf ſet dowrs 
pe; for his rule, Zhe Soul that ſinneth' it ſhall 

The Ser ſhall wot bear the iniquity of 
"Fxthier, neither py the Father bear the 
hy 'of the' $6n } How 'come- then the 
$ Jeet? here to” bear' the"iniquity of their 
PE. Shall ot the Tae of ai" the' Earth the 


aig chete" Is: nothitlg here "EM maker to 
the contrary. Te'might be ſufficient to alledg 

the near 1haniorf between” Privite' and Peophe, 
and their wdfire 10. mutually depending on 


Fac other, that the Puniſhment Puniſher = 
others; "and mire 6 SY eth-the 
Hb te. 1 their "Prone Lord was angry 
with Moſes for their i > So he” pres 
puniſherh e Prince in, his People ;- the bead 
ger of order, and "the" "other Members ars 


gel, of ter bloo' ri DATA) Ic [33 
But 


9] 
" Bur'we reed not have recourſe th" that i in 
this caſe; here was ſin of their own to be ac- 
counted for.  'I confeſs, I itn not fatisfycd 
with that | anſwer ſomehave' given toit, viz, 
that the People deſerved irfor their fin mnior 
oppoſing Dayid in this thing, and fufferin 
es to'be numbred. For tho" '(as bat, 
beer {ome ſaid ) David hat 'hb"good rea- 
for! for his doing/'it, "'yer he right have had, 
which he, was” not obliged tg communicate 
to them: * andit' is/7 principle of 190/ dan- 
gerous 4 latitude for the" Governmenit and 
Peace of Mankind, to afhrm, that Subjects 
are-not.to ſubmit to- the commands and 
orders of their tcſpettive Soverargns, excepr 
they themfelves arc farisficd' m the gronmds 
of them, Tho (Ifay) Idonot as this to 
9 ry fin; yer they had fins, ſach 45 did 
merit this Pynifhmente arthe- hands of 
ry Tha they are nor exprefled in parrz- 
rt "et they arc fufhciently maplyed m the 
general, v: 1 of this Chaprer; where it is faid 
that the anger of 'the Lod was kindted againſt 
Ifraet, and he moved David againſt oe ro 
fay, 'go' number Tfrael. $0 that this act -of 


his ſeemeth not _ muctrthe caufe of they 
"Pu 
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[ 19, ] 
Puniſhment as,the occaſion; - God. had, a-.con- 
tcroverly with them, tor | which. they deſery+ 
o as much. as this, had David never. done. 
the thing : . But upon/his.doing it, he mflicty 
eth it, in the! ſame. act, puniſhing him too, 
The wiſe man telleth us, Prov. 14. 28... 4: 
the multitude. of. ; people is the Kings hongur, 
but .in the.want of people 11s the, deſtruftion of 
the Prince, , So that this was. really a. judg- 
ment.upon him as well as them, and; if we 
conſider. it, a home one, ſuch as he. might 
evidently rcad his, ſin in- His fin was Yavity 
and carnal Security, in relying, and g/orying 


in. the zzmbers of his people,; his puniſh. 
-mcnt...1s, . the leſſning and. diminiſhing the 


numbers... of thoſe people he. was ſo, proud. 
of. | | 
And let this ſuffice for the ſecond Query, 
of which, with the former, having Te 
much, I now proceed to the chief one : Why 
David doth. here ſo..particularly deprecate 
falling into. the hand of man * + 54ifes 15 
As to the-other two, forme think he was 
indifferent, caving it wholly ro Gods diſpo. 
fal, without pitching upon £tther. :.. only 
praying againlt the churd. panes 
Bur 


4 
% 


[£317] 
But. the Septuagint is of ' another mand, 
adding\.to the! Text theſe words, 5 *#945zm 


iavry David. tor laveror and David thoſe:the plague. v. 5. 


And that which immediately followerh in 
the next verſe ſcemeth much to countenance 
it, where 1t.15 ſaid, . ſo God ſent the, Peſiitencs. 
As if he! had -done it upon -his Election and 


determunation: | | Zoſephus in his hiſtory not Anriq. Jud. 
only affirmeth this particular of David; but *-7:© *3: 


addcth this. plauſible reaſon-of it, that he did 
1t-upon- prudent. and. politick conſiderations; 
to. ayoid the ' murmurings and diſcontent of 
the Pcople,.-who.; ( it was, 'caſy- to. forcſee) 
werelike to reſent it ſufficiently, to. 'undergo 
any of thoſe.miſeries, purely upon his ſcore. 
To preveart.this therefore as much as- might 
be, he, ſuppoſeth..that. he choſe this, as; char 
wherein-he. ſhowed the leaſt: reſpect of all-ro 
his own ſecurity, | 
Had he- choſe the Famine, that indeed 
would hayc. been. very heavy uponthe- poor, 
they would have much to do to live when 
proviſions ſhauld be. ſo exceſlive ſcarce and 
dear, that,can fo: hardly. ſhift for themſelves 
when they. are, at the cheapeſt,Yea, in fo! wany 
years, i. muſt haye pinched even the rich, and 
' they 


2 21m, 21, 
7. 


[ez ] 
they who uſed -to-! fare delicton ouſly could not 
bur be pur. ro4it; w-ſupply ithemBbves' with 
meceſſarids-\- \BurizE4nnor b5e- imagined, thit 
he Ring KirhſelÞwould have Auffcred'- in his 

pLTſ by /it// If there were ary food 
to hor tad'\in the - Kingdom, bs! fire thete 
would be no wducat! his 2able>; andoH8 thefe 
were none, he could be furniſhed from other 
Countries. 

[f he had been worſted by TORY tho 
his own cozrage and gallantry right be 'f6r 
carrying him 1nto-the'-greateſt dangers, - y& 
the- people would have- thought. the ka 
c00-much concerned for: the Night of Wael, 
not to mrerpoſe rhemſclyes to kl and ſe- 
caxe him 5 ori they who before wer fo! ren- 
der of biny, -thae cheir cre made” thein Af. 
moſt forget theit duty, focus nnto bijr he 
"ſhould go no more out with them unto batte!, 
would have perfwaded him'to: retire womc 
of his ftroxg-bel4s,-chat might-be txnable for 
three monabs ac leaſt againftiany' army 7 

But in the -peftilerce,- he-who had the 
command of the Exchequer, 'wonld bem 
equal danger with: him thae-had: ri6-money; 
he who fat upory tho Throne, as obtozioas 


as 


[03 7] 
as he/that erindeth at- the Mull. |» The Peſts. 
ſenee- conld- not'obe': kept off by the ata 
26.6 "pefoliate' Gray ds; ror" could «bk 
Gr ote by che "met Tpregneble Want and 
Bulwark:s 
0h Pavid could net but know whew he 
choſe, bit! he dorly it ' not e608 o'er" 
principle as'that-Fiftorizm fancyerh, only t6 
dechne the - claws and renifure of bis People. 
No, dys. peblick ſprrired Prince a noble; 
aid more! beroick Soul. He was really 'con+ 
cent inot” 'only to#(uffer- with them. bat for 
then; "eo Hhavernybaren'the Puriifhinant but 
robrar ww, He faid'unts God! Ler" thy 


Jan 'Irbray ties be be and! my Fatore bone his 


but not on-thy People that they ſhould be plagued. 
N6,1|ar. was not” 16 much ' from deſigfr\co 
patofiv chem; or fear of H/ing" their govt! opi- 
on, as/from a juſt perſwaſion;” that all thirss 
contidered, ' this was the leaft of thoſe tbiee 
ends propounded- ohm 5-or however the 
fiying before \js enenties was'rhe greeteſt, ard 
cherefore he exprefily: declneth that, Jer ys 
not fall ina" whe and 'of wan. * 

>: woald not be' by Uni Sic he 
dich nok 1peak fir ab having wir with 
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men. It appeareth by his -own- frequent 
practices, he did not _look on that as fo dread: 
ful a thing as\cicher. Plague or Famine. Not 
only fierce and ambitious, but. juft and good 
Princes, have choſen that, rather than ſuffer 
things much leſs terrible, without .xeparation 
and ſatisfation. For tho ſuch haye been; u- 
niyerfally aſhamed to involye thoſe that were 
under them in.ſuch calaminies. as. this neceſla- 
rly bringeth-.along with, u, for fight and 
frivolons.cauſes ; ſuch as thar own-Hanity. or 
Glory, Humour or Covetuonſneſs, Pride or per- 
ſonal Pigues. ; yet breaking thein Leqgnes, in- 
jaring. their Subjeits, invading their rights, 


© oppreſſing their Allies, - and ſach\like, have al- 


ways been judged not only ſufficient but xe: 
ceſ/ary.\grounds for..1t; notwithitandingall the 
expences, miſeries, dangers: and. blaodſbed that 
attend it, It was not ſimply war, - but miſe 
carrying 1 the -war that he ſo dreaded, | the 
being conguered and :overcome, which he here 
exprefſeth.by falling into their hand, let me 
z0t fall into the hand of man. 

This he apprehendeth the ſaddeft of \any of 
the judgments, propounded ito. him. - And 
there are Four; things, that.in þis caſemught 
well;nduce him to.thint>ſo. Eirſt, 


þ + 


[15] 
a, They webs Maya [tl +; 1iang 
Secondly, They were Enemies 
Thirdly, They were Fore? 

. Fowrthly, They were 555 if haters and 
Popfecxrors of the rue _— which was pro- 4 
feſſed by him and his people. 4 
Firft, They were Men. When God lifteth 6+" 
up his hand who can contexd *yhen be 4s an- "W%.- 
gry, who can ſtand before him ? 'Here' to ' 
yield is our _ 'y; to ſubmir and humble our 
ſelves our When þ mitten by him men 11 
arc" pitted : * When bets by him, they' are 31 
Limeiited.” Te doth not Ken upon their dife ; 
cretion when their Harvefts arc deſtroycd'by 
anſcafondble 'weather, nor upon . their valous 
and bravery to be viſited, and catricd off bya 
malignant Feaver, Theſe arc purely from 
above'; enemies rio'thore rontribute.-ro it, than 
friends can remedy it 3 neither have mores |! 
fluence one way +Or cher; than-they: have 
upon art Eclipſeof the Sun, or an Earthquakes; « 
Bur this- was quite: another caſe; + Here this 148 
blow was to'tome from his fe/low creatures 09". 1, "0008 
thoſe with whom hewas. at leaſt equaſin'alÞ 4 
things, and- upon the Jeved. So that if 4heſe T8 
Povelyu ab hirs; -the diſgrace a. 4 1pult: ft 
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4 _ eenifiteds and-nor- ſuffer inuch;.in their exe 
p; 


| (119! ]; 

as great as the defeat; and-the-lofs of ihis 
Efleem of as bad conſequence /as of a;battel. 
How muſt theuess. of x leſſen tus reputation 
eyery where round avout; him 1 When it 
[hauld - b:ir6l; in Gath, and publiſhed. in\the 
ſtreets of Askalon, how. would the daughters\ of 
tbe Rhiliftines.rejayce, the, Daughters of the. an - 


with. cireupredſed: rixmphs..ce hear that teeth feds! 
IT 1paet char had been. ſo-renawned, for! @ >ati- 


ant and; warke, nawon,  whoſg:.omefors.had 
ſubdued, thoſe people, , andy been.'a continual 


bk Heb.11-:32- rerror to them! |Xhe rhe: mhu/d. fail ime 10 


tel. of Gideon, and of Barak; of, Sampſon. alſo, 
axid of Jephihah, who waxed valiayt in fight, and 
wrned to, flight the armies of #beſe aliens. oof 
tbe bom- of Jonathan thas "turned not back; and 
the Snord of Saul that 'returneth not empty from 


- 2SA1M, 1:2 24 the blood. of. the. flaing; from the: fat of. -the 


 Wighty. OHIO. 4 8 ATTIC arr 
*Tis grantcd that tire ;and chance ſo bappento 
all. that rhe battel is not. d/meys to, phe ftrong 3 


' byi/erprite and firgtagems-, on; One hand, by 
|  careleſneſs or treachery On the other ; by-odd 


dicidenits and «contingencies on both 4. it may 
-falkour that the, /akelier hoſt, may be. dif: 


dit 


[ 28 ] | 
dit neither; But r have it ſo.conſtancly far: 
three. months hs age. they: _ muſt id 


awhoics (how \How na, thus AS ts nlp 


aninfolent.and vaingglormus peo 
themſelves fo long. and. ws ov b 
_ fab This were enough iq-pollefithe 

a; belict that.if ever they had. been outs, fey 
were now utterly degenerated; / and. would 
neyer- flaud more, who ,were ſo conſtantly, 
rented ;- and that is one/thing that might 
make him: fo aver to this above all. the 
Gece and, ſhame of it :.. they were men. ; 

maen.as he- and his pcaple had hither. 

been reckened an over match tor. But. this; 
was the leaſt thing. 


Secondly, They were. Enemies, Such jas 


would, rcjoy'ae.4n An opportunity, ta reak their 
matite o0\ them, and-bc {are\to do all the * 


miſcbief..they 'wete able to them. It is the 


character givemot the Almighty that he:dath rn... ;. 


not afflict wikingly.nor exieve the: Children 
. men, that be 

his \anger for ever, Bug that when he 15/offend- 
ed he-zse9fy 10. beenmeared, So be deſcriberh 
himſelf in the Propher- ; At whas time 1 ſhall 


me”. 


1 not always chide, nejgher keep \Pfal. 103. 9. 


V. 22, 2% 


[18] 
Je ah. roncerhinig 'g | Nation ' avid Coniternin FI 

gdom, "to pluck 'up and to pull down," and to 
deftroy it if that "Ngrion againſt whonr Thave pro- 


Jer: 13.7. pienced,, tin from their evil, I" will repent of 


the evil that T thought to do unto them. Upon 
their Fafting 'and Azmiliation, upon their 
dchnowledament and amendment hewill receive 
them gratiokfy and' revoke” his ſentente, ” But 
this 1s nor after the tmanner of mer, offended 
men” toward them 'they bear/a grudge to, 
when they have them m their Power, Fo 
humble our ſelves before them'is butto beef. 
piſed by them; to mourn, but'to be derided by 
chem ro pray and beſeechthens, but the way 
ro be-the more reprourhed "and 'apbraided by 
them. $1; 

In the ſtory of Suſana, ſhe 15 repreſented 
as Alibi + choireſcertungly contrary tolchis 
ſte ſighed ant -ſaidro het encmies,! lam flag: 
ned on every ſide, for if do' this thing it. is 


| death#nto me, and if 1 do it not Ieanmot eſcape 


your bans, "1448 betrer. foY m1 faW iniv-y0ur 
hands:"8c. Bit hers was'a quite different - 
caſe, .then the choice was berween offending 
Go6tr onehand, and #iſplcaſing- Menon the 
other,” *Ther#" it is\ not" inthe ett io tbe 
doubt- 


[ 19 ] 
doubted, but that it:is a-thore fearful thing to 
fall: into the: hands of the:liuing God, than. to 
fall into the hangs at the\rnoft wercilaſsand cru 
ef men 5 theſe can hut kill the\'b:dy;''and when 
they hevs done that, have. not more that they can 
do, but: he can caſt: both and body into Hell, 
Accordingly :/when!; the queſtions 1s] bes 
tween ſir and\ danger; we ſhould rather run 
the hazard ofthe moſt probuble apparent dans 
ger, than endcayaurto avoididby direft and 
known ſin.  But1t, we ſpeak of meer temporal 
Puniſhment, 1t|18- better ;-t0: fall into the hand 
of Ge&:+40r whenhe 1s angry;,upon \our. /ir- 
cere and penitent! application: ro bim;: he may; 
he hath promiſed: he will be prevailed with 
to. remit and forgive, to; 'rclax|:and: mitigate 
bis ſentence. «/ So according; to: the 'Scptrhe 
diqhere:” what we have? tranſharod The zime: 
appointed, v. 15: they read. fs wpas apigrn1fo, 
the Lord ſent a-Peflilence: upon. Iſrael from. the: 
morning. to the:hour. of noon: undefſtariding'by 
the. time appointed, nor' the time. appointed, 
by God-for the laſting of the peftilence, bur. 
forthe; conſummgthe daily. Jacrifice/s and. 
fo the 'Chaldee paraphralſt; -qwu0 Ma 
Hater. jage,' quouſque ales :: by *his Ins 
ent. Pretation. 


[ 20 ] 
torprotalion, -tho-:ho. threxned at for: #hree 
tays; yer:ho rocatiediix in farvores,. 'Barlro. 
bo given \gp. rowbParit/>of men," 16\ 2 \cifforent 
thing 3"afrom\vban, \chis 1s notto be hoped 
for ; thoupon-our ruming 20 him, he-merci 
fully. mal. has. is, » not only le 
than his word;>bat icls than ur fears: this1s 
not to/'be cxpedtcd-from: the hand of men ; 
they arc .dcat aswheiAdader that Roppeth her 

cars, iand: wilb:nioc hcarken ro» the woice. of 

the: charmer: And:that is another conſidera) 
tion, uipon:which Qevrd chooſeth to-fullints 
the. hand of \ God, .a\punthment// immediately 
trom him: boozute: -he.mughe 2be-pbevatied 
with toirckac : »for ibis mercies are great, but 
praycth againſt falling!inro rhe ond of man, 
being dtelrutrod ypi.toaboir quwer,* bectuaſe 
there was.nothing to bd looked! for: butithe 
extremity, *tcy would not bat 'a mmutciof 
the time po wredforthicir/aexirg then). 
«pity; The: were Kwahver, 1\ LhewTovs 
bernactexyf Bdor won! thee 1/oneatites, Moab auf 
the Hagatens, Gebial und Ammon,' Amailek and 

Afar, &01\.\ Tho allenemuics arc uay> roxwible; 

cexhercargrdeprees! among; 26eje;\ they: of _ 
che or Ebuntay=(ho opiates) bemg neigh. 
rs 


[ 21 ] 
bours and brethren think\themſclycs . ta. have 
ſome fort of rye on them}; towards one/ano; 
ther, inſormuch chat wheri they are ſounhap- 
Py as to be engaged in war among themſelves, 
whoever. is Vifor. looketh on him(dlf. as-un- 
der; an; obligation/ /to-be render. Bur what 
can they reaſonably hope for, thar fall into the 
hands of; Strarngers.?,''; 

- Many. and greivousare the calamities that 
attend]. 4 civil war, the frights, the 0utrages, 
the waſtes,” the violences have becn too; larel y 
fel in this Nationg to need:-yet tobe deſerib+ 
edto fou:They, who havenotſeen them with 
thair eyes, - have cheard them\'with' their cars; 
and; our. Fathers\ have . (with reaſon. enough} 
declared . to us, the nuſerable doings: that 
Were. then. Bur ad as this was, 1t.4S yet-much 
fadgder to bear .the/fury. of Foreigners, their 
little. finger is. beawier than the: loins of. natives, 
whereas theſe chaſtiſe with ws they chaiſe 
ith. Storprans.\ 1 4; hh 

When God: threatnech his People with the 


heh ſoxr. of Foes,he addeth thisasthie moſt 
_ ABSLayaling 1, circumſtance, Jer.'53.4.5..17 wil 


bring 4 #atiqn,upongou from far (:bouſe of lſroed, 
CC. ,, 4 nation mooſe language thou knoweſt not, 
_— D neither 


(22 ] 
wither underftandefi what "they ſay. What a 
condition - muſt they be in, that are at the 
mercy of ſuch as theſe ! what have theſe/t5 
check or lay reſtraints on them ! All argu- 
ments of compaſſion» foften"them no nvbre, 
than weeping Jorh the Wolf, - or entfearmg | 
worketh 6n Tygers. Who can expres the | 
ſpoils and inſolencies, the cruelty and bavbarg. 
ries, the rapes and villenies, tho birnivigs and 
bloodjbeds that are the delight as well as bu/i. 

Ifa. 13- 15, 6fs of fuch Ievaders ! Eweryore that is found 

os ſhall be. thruft through, anil every one that 45 

jomed zato them ſbatl fall by the Swordl, their 
chilalren alſo fball be daſhed. to pittes before their 
eyes, their houſes jhall be ſpoiled, ane thery 
wives. raviſbhed, their bows Jhall clafh the 
young men inpeites, and they ſhall have 10- pity | 

Pal. 79. 2: gthe fruit of the womb, thefr dead bodies-ſbell 
they give to be meas wito rhe fowls of rhe hea 
ven, and their fleſh unto the beafs of the earth: 
it ſhall be as when: God overthrew Sodom \2n4 
Gdmorrah. 'So the Spititar fundry times' de- 
ſcriberh the dealings of ſeach men'with thoſe 
that fall into their hands. ' What a feattal a+, 
gony doth-it put-the man of God it when he 

aw it but in irperfed® Viſor; Jer's. 1 9, 20; 

| My 


JMI 


[ 23 } 
M, bowels, '\mybomeds, F aro pained at 42) weny 
heal: my hedit taakerh a noiſe in me, I cannot 
hold my peace, beraufe thox hafl beard 0 my 
Sod; he found of 1h: Trumpet, and. the alaras 
of war : deftrutiion upon deſtraviion' is cryed, 
for the whole land is ſpoiled, fuddenty are my 
rents ſpoiled, anil' my curtains in a' moment, 
And when theſe are'thie fruics of ic who: can 
wonder, if David here pray fo particularly, 
let me not fall into the hand of man? And yet 
yow have not heard the worlt of it. For 
Fourehly, There 1s to be addedtoall this, 
thar they! were [dolaters, Haters and Perſecu 
zors of the true re figion which was profeſſed by 
him and: his people. - Such were' the borderevs 
pon Heel olf of hew. and if theſe ſhould get 
the bezror of then, they would ccrtainty bring 
chew Gods along with: chem. And could there 
any thing befal them” like the? 7he Law of 
thy mouth (farrh David) is better xnto me than 
v of 'Gol and Si/ver, bur 1 theſe pre- 
&theyimuft look wo be deprived'nor: On 
iy of rhe” Golt'and'Silver, - but hor roo. 
And how fad a conſideration muſt it be ea 


- Princ# 6 ſecretly pious as he, ts think thac 


his people might 'this' means/toſe nor only 


D 2 their 
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their :eftates.and-fortwries, but the r ab 
worſhip'of the'trae. God too + They ta whom 
were committed the Oracles of God, periſh for 
lack of viſion) they to. whom \pertained the 4- 
doption and glory, be without a-Prieft and mith: 
out an Ephod ! the. abomination of. deſolation 
fland in; the holy place, and the ark be remoyed 
to make way for Dagon! When he thought 
of theſe. things haw could he but- pour owt his 
Soul 1n. tum 2. LOR 932 IN 

And yet this is the common ctfc&of their 
Vifories 'with' them that hold. of ſuperſtitious 
Lanities they. are as cager'to rout the faith as 
the. Forces of them who are-more. enlightned, 
and'as zealous to ſpread their-erzots! as: their 
dominions. Hear how the Pſal/miſt\deſcribeth 
ſuch peoples behaviour upon their ſucceſles, 
Pfal. 74. 7 hine enemies: roar inthe. midj1; of 
the congregatien' they ſet up their banners for to- 
hens, they defile. the dwelling place of. thy name, 
and break. donn the carved work thereof with axes 
and hammers, they caſt feje\ into thy Sanfluary, 
and burn up, all-the Synagogues of. God in, the 
land. 


.; If chey would ſtop, here is, were got. alta- 
gether {o intolcrable,':tho chey,; Lage 
erve 


[ 25 ] 
ſerve:God publicly, vt were: fome1cumfont, 
if they: mightbe permitted to-'dout provately; 
but as if it were not cnough WOT" 
from the cxerciſe of the true religion, they arc 
no Content,: exceprthey can compelthddh co 
be proſelyres. co their falſe one; making; uſe of 
the:moſt horrid; barbarous and inhimaeneiways 
to''compalsit; Heb: 11 36,2377 owe readithe 
aſage that from:time'to/tme hath :been:the 
portion of -ſuch\as would not upoftarize! and 
comply,” they : hatl trials * of i eruel-tnokings 
and ſcomgings,' \moteover. of bonds and Lripriſons 
ments,' they were: floned; they 'were ſawn aſunder; 

they were'temptell, they mexe:ain with the $mord; 
they wanilred ) about \in Sheeps-s&rus und SGaeth- 
Skins, 'being deſtitute, afflifled, rormemed.-:, 

'A& if 1 were aiſmall chingoabe! neſhituos 
heir Bodies, "mer'of/ this: fortoſer tupito.bs 
Maſters of theirs Sduls'ro00 $/'and thac they: 
may "wear. out \the- Satnts' of the moſt-bi b, are 
reſtlels while they” have: changed their Limes. 
aid "Laws." Ard when were ypon'ths, 
that thus the vanquiſhed areigencrally.cecat- 
cd by !fuch. enemies, :we-! cannor butbe cons: 
yinced:that David's choitebwaga wiſeiane; and! 


he'had great teaſon'to 'pray,- that he wi 
fa 


[ 26 ] 
fab \imtoother, und of 1be DantÞ:and:; that he 
1 007. oge bo: band oſJerts! men; 'To 
cond } them ; Th JOG 3 
fa 1 H\ 9\\4" 13 

| Elf things * wha ua akens fr 
'to Duwidand he-Enemats for your ſakessthat 
you/ mays lean not:tothink'of the Eremy 
you|-ave gow ;cantending-\-with,)! odherwic 
than:you ought ea 'think;but to-think proper- 
lby.;: 1-18 bwatitoo; phin that ſame: revs behav 
ous makcths.is not annecdtul ; ar whiaarc 
not able ra \conceab- their \fatisfadlion, whe 
they hear any cthing\of bis pamer, as: jey when 
they: heads of his ad . Fhere axe a fort 
of Bug lifhs men, wha {1:\confck) 1-de not 
much wander ar; (hoſe: whearc blind wall 
contideratioazbaldes, whare they apprehend 
0M; :.to1bs} any; ways:cenceorhed or an 
rexoftod bur.thavany'ok own apy: Communion | 
thould ba.noe'\only fr. anaarwne/, but ſelf 
contxadifling\, ; needs na{t tay, 1s Bor a bode 
(arpriaing: Adm all, rarty a fbrett what 
caſuch i alb tha uncay frowardack pror 
miſe themſd vos; as to the; betrering of things 
from htm. CauldsT fappaleany Ih tQrbe 


here, 1 waukd cxpottulate wib dxem fr the 
| Prophet 


472 


Pri v15;$' Chis /x8, 16] Fe 
_ by # (the df Bn Fae 
it # Yay Y The day of 40 Tard i Hat 


# id x Beir bt Pim, or ves þ 
En Wael hi bad oh will Hin 'S 
mfg” After what bath beeyl/ alteady' 
nick hoorphote Rag wie 

e'AP, our own rat be- 
fore this root fipeditd'to you. wit there 
was. nothing "itt the men "David | (0 rifnch 

od erty riore thin 
Plagat bt 'Fa 


ink, '$ hot to be: forind re{h: 
"Yut Fer thets are athong us 


vr ane! "ot-Pight. "Ar Tf 8 mat did flee fron 


is ond tos 


Arift. Rhet. FE 
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caple,; Ba denng My ick 
ah oition þ humgur a h 
Athatrhe , pd ne 


\KIIC ils 

wo -k-nay NOT believe 
thing, an; gll. his. chargeable preparati q=- 
09h co gens err ſerve .chena.;1 Stelichorpe 
gy gens makmg. an, \Oration te 
Qpon,.t occaſion, I th an.- oy 


logug, w) ma on on 


leave £0. IEPCats, (2nd; EAYE: 
rakeipleafure-1n abufing .t ves E a 
ſham. of like ſort, .. to conſider. of 1 it... The 


Anglo uewas of, a Hoife, w 


t-the-Stag.,, was going, 
fired a Max, Rs 


he yy Ys 
a ee 
Key 
him to. do oz. a 


4 {Ca d. _ 
; = PROF Er 
| his miſtakey, charche.w; 1.1. pF t 


Rider. Very... 
= =E PE 


halt) 


_ 4.4 cd 
- 
Fo 

o 
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LIMI 


b 1] 


; grear enemy,to- bc any thing 


FORT rca -" , other was, which he 1m- 


poſed upon the” Beaſt with? 

Who: would pity thent that ſhould » pur 
chemſclyes into the hauds of ſuch men? who 
would pity them that would- nor do” their 
utmoſtto keep out of them? It is granted it 
muſt be very expenſive; 'anda charge wehave 

not been uſed to 2: but is not that rather 'to 
be choſen than 10 fall into the hands 'of men? 
Such: men,” as would -not-be! ſatisfied with 
much larger proportions' of whag/we have, 
bur:bc inſatiable-as the daughter of the Horſe- 
leech Ir 1s granted itmuſt coſt the blood and 
trbes'of mariy; bat'1s nor'that rather to be 
choſen," than: to fall into the hands of men? 
Such xzez, who :1t:chey: fparedi them, would 
make-all ſo:weary of Their: "_ uy would 
not\value\them 2: 2:7: 

"Thus \excellent; King 1n che text, ;this"'cen- 
der. Father-of /his:coxntry; 18:content to ſuffer 
ahy:thing fromthe:hang of Gid,ratherthanbe 
buit- three: Months 1 the! hands. of -fuch* men. 
Bur: tharwhich now! threamcthus)1sa much 
ſadder:thingr; nov tor thrvelanrbs, burboth 
thinand after ages their Soong Maſters of us. 

E ' And 


| - [| WF] 

And 'when this 1s before. ug, wh | 
lamity as fat ras lyeth/in us to 'dercr:MAS 
ſhould we not choofe rather > Tho God doth: 

nat offer -us aur choice, as he did David here, 

by ſpecial revelation, yerin force kind he doth 
by giving us reaſon to gaide us in difficulties, 

and, putting 1t 1nto- our: power tO: pitch upon 
that which looketh leaſt perilous. 

It is time that I had done; but nor to dif- 
11s you without. ſore comftart, I have yet 
70-tell you, that he dealeth with #s morc/gna- 
tioxfly, than he did here wittDanid,he muſt 
unaydidably have ſuffered one of thoſe puadle- 
ments that were propounded ta himBut (tha 
we bave ſexs oauch greater to anfwer for) be 
puteth us into a merhod(if we wilthearkeneo 
it) bow we way cſcape them all.Neither fall 
to the band ef men;\nax yet-into the hand 
of God. Afluring us that if we-wilt break; off 
our ſins (cyery anc our fins with which we 
are conicious to our ſelves we haveprovoked 
him) by righteauſueſs , and our iniquizies by 
ſbewing mercy to the _ it ſbalibe a procuring 
ewr tranguility. He: hath been pleaſed to give 
an earzeft of PH evan — 

) 


F, andoþ @ dir 
the 9, t#cbw. iN 
Come then, and let us return {5 the Laſer Hoſs. 4 * 
be hath torn, and he. will -beal' us 


The 
ſmitten, and he will bind ns pi" «wes A 
he will revive us AN day he pill raiſe : 
gh, the ſhall 


us up, and ve ſhall live 
we” know; if we” foto mers ith | bis. 
[ fart is prepared as 1 e morning, "and. 


Ar" 45 4s. the, rain, 65: .the, later 
rain pon the earth, Bor-whhch ict 


us not dell on rhis,” but. *e every day"? 
bly and dcyourl F make cu ys prayers 40] 
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